


A new lease on life for Rotterdam’s iconic warehouse
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In this merging of old and new, Rotterdam’s monumental 1920s Fenix warehouse—
once one of the world’s largest—now serves as the supporting structure of a sizeable mixed-use
development. The warehouse itself contains quay houses, offices, a bed-and-breakfast, and an
extensive culture cluster; the century-old building has become a thriving hotspot in its own right.
Up above are up to nine stories of loft apartments—more than 200 of them—in a range of sizes,
many with stunning views over the harbor. Somewhat rare in loft-style complexes of this scale, the
developers were hugely flexible in their approach, allowing buyers to determine the size and layout
of their apartments, and even whether to arrange them over one floor or two. In keeping with the
developer’s request to preserve the industrial character of the warehouse and its history, the lofts are
raised up on an enormous space-frame structure that stands on the roof of the original warehouse,
marking the transition from last century to the current one.
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In keeping with the
surrounding bulldings, Fenix | has
nine stories on the Rijnhaven side 3 i I 3
but Is limited to four stories on the H B ; Bl :
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The mixed-use areas !
of the development include a gym . 4
In the warehouse bullding (below). 1
It has become a true community
building, both for residents and the
neighborhood as a whole.
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